
Welcome Orange families! 
Thank you for joining us. In order to ensure all families are able to access this presentation in their preferred communication 
language, we are providing simultaneous interpretation in Spanish and Haitian Creole today. Please press the globe at the bottom
of your computer screen and select your preferred language. If you are watching on a phone, press the three dots at the bottom 
right of your screen and then select your preferred language. 
Thank you.

Byenveni, fanmi Orange! 

Mèsi pou rantre nan nou. Yo nan lòd yo asire tout fanmi yo kapab jwenn aksè nan prezantasyon sa a nan lang 

kominikasyon yo pi pito, nou ap bay entèpretasyon similtane an Panyòl ak kreyòl ayisyen jodi a. Tanpri peze glòb la nan fon

ekran òdinatè w lan epi chwazi lang ou prefere a. Si w ap gade sou yon telefòn, peze twa pwen yo nan pati anba a dwat nan 

ekran ou ak Lè sa a, chwazi lang ou pi pito. 

Mèsi.

¡Bienvenidos, familias de Orange! 

Gracias por estar con nosotros. Para garantizar que todas las familias puedan acceder a esta presentación en su idioma de 

comunicación preferido, ofrecemos interpretación simultánea en español y criollo haitiano hoy. Presione el globo terráqueo 

en la parte inferior de la pantalla de su computadora y seleccione su idioma preferido. Si está mirando en un teléfono, 

presione los tres puntos en la parte inferior derecha de la pantalla y luego seleccione su idioma preferido. 

Gracias.
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“The safe reopening of 
schools is very important to 
the Orange School District.  
During the summer, we 
spent countless hours 
touring and planning for the 
safe return.  

DR. FITZHUGH

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 



Agenda for the Session
Led by:  Dr. Gerald Fitzhugh, II & 

Dr. Tina Powell 
Agenda Items

1.  Call to Order and Thank you to All Participants

2. Guidelines for the Session 

3. Important Items as we Return to Brick and Mortar

4.  Reminders about COVID-19 Symptomology 

5.  School Level Expectations about the Return (Breakfast at the school level, lunch at the school level, 

classroom configuration, after school programs 

6.  Yes, we are returning to full in person instruction for the length of the school day

7.  Daily COVID Reporting as well as Testing

8.  Next Steps and Adjournment 



Vision and Mission of Our Return 
to School Plan 

Vision: Quality Learning and Superior Performance for All (including the 
Health and Safety of all Staff and Students as well as optimal educational 
experiences for ALL Students. 

Mission: We prepare and inspire all learners to lead and succeed in a safe 
and healthy environment 

Beliefs:

Trust among all stakeholders is vital.

Expectations influence accomplishments because everyone has the 
capacity to learn.

A school-community partnership is essential.

Change creates opportunity.

High-performing leadership makes visions reality.



After School Programs 
& 

Student Supply Lists

▪Families, all after school program offerings are within the Return to School Letters as sent out by 

each principal, the Week of August 16th.  

▪All tentative after school programs are posted on all websites as of this time and date. 

▪Student Supply Lists have been posted since June of 2021 on each school’s website.  

▪You are encouraged to review the district as well as your child school’s website.  We want you to 

know everything possible for the return to schools.  We have worked diligently to ensure the 

smooth transition back.  



Considerations: 
Testing & Vaccinations

The District instituted voluntary weekly rapid-testing in all school buildings beginning on May 24, 2021. Our 

testing partners at JL Hudson Holdings, LLC come to district schools each week and test in-person staff and 

students from grades 1-12.  

On Tuesday, September 14, 2021, the district is initiating a Mobile Vaccine Clinic running from 3:30pm-

6:30pm at Lincoln Avenue School using the Pfizer vaccine.

➢ Tuesday, September 14 for 1st dose and Tuesday & October 5 for 2nd dose.

➢ Everyone 12+ is eligible to receive the vaccine. The clinic is open to all – students, faculty, 

families, etc.

➢ Preregistration: A Google Form will be created and sent out to staff and families

Keeping school buildings open depends upon awareness of and immediate action on any COVID-19 concerns in 

our buildings. 



Considerations: 
Instructional Time and Masks 

➢Instruction must occur 180 instructional days (as defined by the district calendar and can be in person 

or virtual).

➢School day will be the length of the school day. 

On May 17, 2021, Governor Phil Murphy announced the requirement that schools must provide 

full-day, in-person instruction, as they were prior to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. In 

September 2021, our students educators, and parents can look forward to the full return to safe, 

in-person instruction.

Note:  Remote learning will be permitted under certain circumstances such as when there is a 

declared localized outbreak or other emergency. 



Considerations: 
Social Distancing Protocols

Space between students in classrooms:

➢In Pre-k and elementary classrooms, students will be seated at least 3 feet apart.

➢In middle schools and high classrooms, students will be seated at least 3 feet apart.

The District will continue to implement physical distancing measures as an effective COVID-19 

prevention strategy to the extent the schools are equipped to do so while still providing regular school 

operations to all students and staff in-person.



Classroom Configuration

➢Social distancing to maximum extent practical 

➢ Students will be socially distanced with a minimum of 3 ft apart

➢Classrooms are already outfitted to maintain social distancing 

➢Limit sharing of items or clean between use



Standards for Health & Safety



Considerations:
Masks and the Mandate
Masks will be required by all staff and students.  We simulated this actionable during the summer of 2021 with much 
success. 

Masks will be required in all classroom and non-classroom settings, including hallways, school offices, restrooms, gyms, 
auditoriums, etc. and for all students, teachers, staff, and visitors. Masks breaks will be provided as well. 

All students, educators, staff, and visitors will be required to wear face masks indoors for the start of the 2021-2022 school 
year. 

Mask use will be required on school buses and other public transportation. Visitors permitted in school will be required to 
wear masks at all times. 

All face coverings (whether disposable or reusable) must:

➢ Be made with at least 2 layers of breathable materials

➢ Fully cover the nose and mouth and secure under the chin

➢ Fit snuggly but comfortably against the side of the face 

➢ Be secured with ties or ear loops and allow the user to remain hands-free

➢ Without exhalation valves or vents

Clear masks that cover the nose and wrap securely around the face may be considered in certain circumstances including 
for the teaching of students with disabilities, young students learning to read, or English language learners.



Considerations: 
Hand Hygiene & Respiratory Etiquette

We will continue to teach and reinforce hand washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds If soap and water 

are not readily available, hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol can be used (for staff and older children 

who can safely use hand sanitizer). 

We will inform students and staff to cover coughs and sneezes 

Used tissues should be thrown in the trash and hand hygiene as outlined above should be performed immediately. } 

We will maintain adequate supplies including soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol (for staff and 

older children who can safely use hand sanitizer), paper towels, tissues, and no touch trash cans. } 

Hand hygiene should take place:  Upon arrival at school.  Before and after meals and snacks. After going to the 

bathroom.  Before leaving for the day. } After blowing nose, sneezing, or coughing into tissue. When hands are visibly 

soiled.  Assist/observe young children to ensure proper hand washing



Considerations: 
Cleaning & Ventilation

➢Continue the increased frequency of facility cleaning schedules that includes cleaning and sanitizing with 

a particular emphasis on commonly touched surfaces 

➢Ensure continuous disinfecting of classrooms and therapy rooms that service students with complex 

disabilities 

➢Continue to discourage sharing of common materials when possible.

➢Clean all common areas between periods

➢Properly clean and disinfect highly used surfaces between uses

Cleaning and disinfecting are important defenses against the spread of the Coronavirus, but only if it 

is done properly.  As part of our cleaning and disinfecting protocols, the District will: 

The District has ensured proper ventilation systems inclusive of 

➢ Repaired windows and are in the process of adding new screens

➢ Added AC Units

➢ Continuous changing of air filters



Meals at the School Site 

➢Maintaining physical distancing between students and staff

➢Considering alternatives to use of group dining areas such as eating in classrooms or outdoors.  

Staggering eating times to allow for greater physical distancing. 

➢Maintaining student cohorts and limiting mixing between groups. 

➢Avoiding offering self-serve food options. 

➢Discouraging students from sharing meals. 

➢We will continue routine cleaning between groups



Transportation from September 
7th through the end of the Year 

➢School buses will follow the same procedures as our school buildings. 

➢Masks must be worn by all passengers on buses, regardless of vaccination status per CDC’s Federal 

Order. 

➢If occupancy allows, maximize physical distance between students. 

➢Open windows to increase airflow in buses and other transportation. 

➢Regularly clean high touch surfaces on school buses at least daily. 



Illness while on the School Site

Children and staff with COVID-19 symptoms should be separated away from others until they can be 
sent home. Students who are sick and not already wearing a mask should be provided one to wear 
unless the student has a contraindication to doing so. If a mask is not tolerated by the ill student or 
staff member, other staff should be masked and follow maximum physical distancing guidelines (at 
least 6 feet away). 

Ask ill student (or parent/guardian) and staff whether they have had potential exposure to COVID-19 in 
the past 14 days meeting the definition of a close contact.  Individuals should be sent home and 
referred to a healthcare provider. Persons with COVID-19- compatible symptoms should undergo COVID-
19 testing.

Schools with testing capacity should test ill students and staff, consistent with any federal and state 
requirements, including requirements regarding parental consent. Ill individuals who test positive 
should be reported to the LHD and contact tracing should begin.  Ill individuals that test negative 
should be referred to a healthcare provider, who may consider additional COVID-19 testing



Reporting Procedures if COVID-19 Positive Results are 
shared at the school/district level

The district will notify LHDs when students or staff are ill and have potential COVID-19 exposure; 

and when they see an increase in the number of persons with COVID-19 compatible symptoms. 

In the event of a positive test, the district will be prepared to provide the following information 

when consulting with the LHD:  Contact information for the ill persons; The date the ill person 

developed symptoms, test positive for COVID-19 (if available), and when was last in the building; 

Types of interactions (close contacts, length of contact) the person may have had with other 

persons in the building or in other locations; Names, addresses, and telephone numbers for ill 

person’s close contacts in the school; Vaccination status if known. 





Exclusion Criteria for those found to 
have tested Positive for COVID-19

Ill individuals with COVID-19 compatible symptoms who have not been tested or individuals who 

tested positive for COVID-19 should stay home until at least 10 days have passed since symptom 

onset and at least 24 hours have passed after resolution of fever without fever reducing 

medications and improvement in symptoms.

Persons who test positive for COVID-19 but who are asymptomatic should stay home for 10 days 

from the positive test result.



Remote Instruction & the 180 
Requirement

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9, schools must be in session for 180 days to receive state aid. The statute requires that

school facilities be provided for at least 180 days during the school year. Section (b) notes that where a district is

required to close the schools of the district for more than three consecutive school days due to a declared state of

emergency, declared public health emergency, or a directive and/or recommendation by the appropriate health

agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure, days of virtual or remote instruction commensurate with

in-person instruction will count towards the district’s 180-day requirement.

The district may be confronted with the incidence of COVID-19 positive cases amongst staff and/or students. If an

district is required to exclude a student, group of students, a class, or multiple classes as a result of the scenarios

listed above, while the school itself remains open for in-person instruction, the district should be prepared to offer

virtual or remote instruction to those students in a manner commensurate with in-person instruction to the extent

possible. In circumstances when the school facilities remain open and in-person instruction continues in those

classrooms that are not required to quarantine, those days in session will also count towards the district’s 180-day

requirement in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.



School Level Entry and Movement

1

Enforce

•Enforce wearing 
masks and social 
distancing by 
placing tape or 
other markers at 3-
foot intervals (All 
schools are 
outfitted in a 
similar fashion.) 

2

Ensure

•Ensure that lines 
do not create other 
safety hazards. 
Administrators 
have provided 
multiple entrances 
to ensure that 
safety is not 
compromised. 

2

Increase

•Increase number of 
permissible 
entrances while 
maintaining 
necessary security 
protocols (This 
allows for shorter 
lines to enter school 
buildings after 
mandatory 
temperature checks. 

4

Apply

Screening protocols 
to other staff, 
parents, and visitors

(Limited access to 
the school due to 
health and safety 
measures.) 



Supports for All Stakeholders:  
Health and Safety
➢Hygiene protocols – Handwashing / sanitizing throughout 

day  (In all bathrooms as well as hallways, protocols are 

evident to remind staff and staff accordingly.) 

➢Cleaning and disinfecting protocols – Between classes, 

equipment touched in recess periods, after sharing of items 

within closed cohort, other commonly touched items 

➢ Controlling flow of traffic in building   (See the attached 

picture.) 

➢ Not coming to school with any symptoms (mandatory 

daily COVID-19 questionnaire must be filled out by all 

staff and students when entering the district.)   



Symptoms of COVID-19

Symptoms may appear 2 -14 days after exposure to the virus. 

People with these symptoms may have COVID-19:

➢Fever or chills

➢Cough

➢Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

➢Fatigue

➢Muscle or body aches



Additional Symptoms of COVID-19

➢Headache

➢New loss of taste or smell

➢Sore throat

➢Congestion or runny nose

➢Nausea or vomiting

➢Diarrhea

Special Note:  All schools are outfitted with isolations rooms 
should students become sick during the day.  The most important 
component is that when called, the parent/guardian must come 
immediately to pick up the sick child.  This allows for lessening 
the spread of illness.  



Accessing the
Genesis Parent Portal 

Guidance by Mrs. 
Spottswood-Brown District 

Registrar 

• The Genesis Parent Portal is accessible from 

the district website at: 

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/

• Navigate to the Parents & Students option, 

then click on Parent Portal.

• You will be directed to the district’s Genesis 

Parent Portal Access Agreement to the accept 

terms and conditions, and the usage policy.

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/


After accepting the terms and conditions of the 
parent portal policy, you will be directed to the main 

page of the Genesis Parent Portal.



















Genesis 
Parent Portal 
Reminder 

Have you signed up for the 

Genesis Parent Portal? 

Parents are able to see 

grades and assignments 

posted in real time.  Should 

any concerns regarding the 

portal be directed to 

reopeningofschools@orange.

k12.nj.us. 

mailto:reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us




Reminder:  The New Orange App
Have you signed up?  



Reminders to the School Community

• For further supports, please be reminded that we still answer emails via
reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us for questions or concerns during this
pandemic period as it relates to any facet of the plan or support needed.
Responses will be generated within 24-48 hours of receipt.

• It is encouraged that you continue to visit our district COVID-19 Resources Tab
on the district website www.orange.k12.nj.us for additional resources for
families on mental health as well as updates on self care for students, families,
and staff. We have posted instructional supports within the COVID-19 Resource
Tab for your assistance. As you are aware, we update our COVID-19 Resource
Tab weekly in the effort of providing further supports for our school community.
Thank you to the Trauma Informed Team for supporting this work since March
17th.

mailto:distancelearningquestions@orange.k12.nj.us
http://www.orange.k12.nj.us/


Our Support to Staff, Students, 
and Families 

➢We will continue to update staff, students, and families during the transition 
back to school. 

➢ Please visit the district website as well as our social media handles for the 
latest news and information.  In addition, we request that you review all text 
messages and emails from the district that go out.  

➢Again, for any questions, it is necessary that you contact 
reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us.  Allow 24-48 hours for a response 
however we typically get back to families quicker than the aforementioned 
time frame.  

➢Visit the district website www.orange.k12.nj.us and select COVID-19 
Resources for additional supports during this period and beyond.  

➢ Be on the look out for our fall offerings for the academic and 
socioemotional as well as athletic realms.  

mailto:reopeningofschools@orange.k12.nj.us
http://www.orange.k12.nj.us


Social Media Hashtags:

#GoodtoGreat
#FROrange

#OrangeStrong

Orange Public Schools Social Media

Follow us:
- Orange Public School District  
- @ops_district
- opsdistrict
- Orange Public School District



Thank You Stakeholders! 

On behalf of the Orange Township Board of Education, 

Administration, Faculty, and Staff, we thank you for 

being ever so present.  There is certainly no I in TEAM. 

Always know, that the health and safety of all that enter 

our doors in paramount to each of us.  -Dr. Fitzhugh-


